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' THE CHILD PROTECTION PROGESS

Concern about a child
Discussion re possible risk of significant harm

\

Referral to Social Services

\
Initial Assessment
. Decision to gather more information. Issues of consent to be addressed.
Child must be seen.
Immediate safety needs addressed.

\
Strateqy Discussion
Social Services Department and police and other agencies where apprapriate
discuss and share information; plan and decide what action to take.
Legal advice may be sought

4 N

Concerns substantiated but Concerns substantiated and
no continuing risk of significant harm risk of significant harm
J J

Core assessment <*———- Not registered «&— Chilid Protection Conference
Meeting of professionals, family
members and child {if appropriate)

Services I
Registered on C.P. Register
Core Group and Key Worker
Responsible for developing a CP plan setting out
work to be done and by whom — Inter-agency
*plan and Complete Core Assessment
Core Assessment To be completed within 42 days,
Needs of child, capacity of parents/careers
Review Conference (within three months)
V4 N
De-registered Remain on CP Register
1) no longer at risk and requiring safeguarding
2y family moved — inform relevant authority Assessment
3) child reach 18 years Support
4) child died Safeguard
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Responding to suspected child abuse

Behaviour, comment or report give
- Hse-toconcern.

- Record-areport te nominated person
| Never promise fo keep a secret
Do not ask leading questions

l

- Consult-procedures or local ACPC

'

[ Person in charge considers information

- and seeks coasultation as appropriate
- Concerns | Concerns
[ allayed™ [ ' confirmed
- — Refer to
s Social
Qaninac
L Seek support for yourself

| 1f concerns are not taken seriously, contact Jocal Social Services Dept or NSPCC helpline.
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TEAQHERS_’ RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER THE CHIL.DREN ACT 1989

Teachers have a responsibility to do all they can to protect the children in their care
from harm.

Section 3(5) of the Act

This section states that: .
Schools have a duty to assist local authority social services departments in enquiries
into allegations of abuse to help when they are acting on behalf of children in need.
“ A person who does not have parental responsibility for a particular child, but has

care of the child may._.. do what is reasonable in all the circumstances of the case for
the purpose of safeguarding or promoting the child’s welfare”.

Working Together under the Children Act 1989
Gives guidance on the role of the education service in protecting children from abuse:

» To assist the local authority in its enquiries regarding child abuse.
e The education service is not an investigative or intervention agency.
¢ The most important role for schools is in the recognition and referral stages.

e The school must have clear procedures for referring and liasing on cases of
suspected abuse. All staff must be familiar with these.

» Schools bave a pastoral responsibility for protecting children from harm.



